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Due to legacy contamination, soils in suburban and urban environments may contain heavy metals such as lead. Screening your soil for these heavy metals is the first step to ensuring the safety of those who benefit from using soils (gardeners, children, and even pets!).   

Have your soil screened for heavy metals at no cost by the Soils Lab at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. 

Bring a soil sample from your urban farm, garden, lawn, yard, or other area to be tested on the spot for heavy metals by soil scientists at University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign at upcoming events in the Chicago area:

[image: Image result for department of crop sciences uiuc][image: ]             	  

Please contact Dr. Andrew Margenot at margenot@illinois.edu with questions, using the email title “urban soil screening” 


· Sunday, Jan 20, 10 am – 2:45 pm
Food Justice and Sustainability MLK Event
KAMII Congregation, 1100 E Hyde Park Boulevard, Chicago, IL 

· Tuesday February 26, 6 – 8 pm
Chicago Safe Soils Initiative Program Presentation by Dr. Andrew Margenot
Garfield Park Conservatory, Community Room
300 N Central Park Ave, Chicago, IL 

· Wednesday March 20 – Saturday March 23, 
10 am – 8 pm
Sunday March 24, 10 am – 6 pm
Chicago Flower and Garden Show
Marketplace Booth – Festival Hall
600 E Grand Avenue, Chicago IL
Soil Drop off Location only – results via email 

· Saturday March 23, (exact times TBD) 
Good Food Expo – Commons Area
UIC Forum, 725 W Roosevelt, Chicago, IL 

· Saturday March 30, 9 am – 4 pm
Chicago Community Gardeners Association Annual Conference
Breakthru FamilyPlex
3219 W Carroll Ave, Chicago, IL 

· For More Information about these soil collection events, please contact Sarah Batka 
at sbatka@illinois.edu or 708-679-6889.





Please bring or mail dry soil samples in a sealable plastic bag. The screening requires a soil sample of at least 1 cup (preferably 2 cups), and should be taken one week prior to ensure air-drying. Please indicate the address of where the soil was sampled. This information will be used to help construct a map of potential soil contamination for the Chicago and other urban metro regions. (See opposite side for instructions) 

Finally, we are looking for partners to evaluate experimental treatments “on-farm” to mitigate soil heavy metal pollution for the 2019 season. Treatments include amendments such as biochar, phosphate, and compost. We seek to work with gardeners, urban farmers and other stakeholders to build evidence-based practices for addressing heavy metals in soils. 
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